Knox County Invasive Shrub Replacement Program
Guide
Program Overview:
The Knox County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) is happy to announce a
county wide invasive shrub replacement program for 2021. Remove invasive shrubs on your property
and receive up to 3 native shrubs to replace them! See information below on invasive shrubs to remove
and native shrubs available as replacements. Submit before and after pictures of the removal as well as
number and species of invasive shrubs removed to Will Drews at willem.drews@in.nacdnet.net before
the April 16th deadline to be eligible. Native shrubs will be available for pick up on specified dates in April
at the Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District Office on a first come, first served basis. If there
are extras, we may be able to allow participants to get more, so don’t let that stop you from removing
more invasive shrubs!
For those unaware, invasive species are species that are exotic and cause or are likely to cause economic
harm, ecological harm, or harm to human health. It is estimated that invasive species cost the United
States around $120 billion every year in economic, ecological, and health damages. In Knox County’s
landscapes and woodlands, exotic or invasive shrubs are as common if not more common than finding
native shrubs. With this program, you can be part of the solution to rectify that!
This guide is divided into the following 4 different sections to help you participate in the Knox County
Invasive Shrub Replacement Program:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Common Invasive Shrubs in Knox County and How to Identify Them
Control Techniques to Remove Invasive Shrubs
Native Shrubs Available as Replacements and How to Plant Them
Links for More Information

Common Invasive Shrubs in Knox County:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)
Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata)
Border Privet (Ligustrum obtusifolium)
Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus)
Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii)
Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora)
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Removal Techniques:
•

•

Manual: Small shrubs that can be pulled or dug up, but they should be allowed to dry out before
disposing or adding to a brush pile. Stems of certain species, like Burning Bush, can reroot, if
conditions are right. Larger single stem shrubs can be pulled out with a leverage tool like a
PullerbearTM. The Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District has PullerbearsTM available to
rent through their tool share program.
Chemical:
o Foliar Spray Application: Mix
glyphosate to a foliar application
concentration (around 2%), making
sure to follow herbicide label
requirements*. Adding a surfactant
(“sticking agent”) and a softening
agent like ammonium sulfate is
recommended to improve efficacy.
Also, the addition of marking dye can
helpful to keep track of what has been
sprayed. Thoroughly cover all leaf
surfaces, but not to the point of
dripping off. Note that with foliar applications it can often take a week or longer to see
results. Do not worry if the plants are not responding immediately after the application.
o Cut Stump Application: Cut the
invasive shrubs near the base. Try to
make the cut as level as possible to the
ground. Soon after making the cut (no
more than 10 minutes), apply an
herbicide (like Glyphosate) at a cut
stump concentration* on the cut
surface. The addition of marking dye
can helpful to keep track of what has
been sprayed. For small stems, the
herbicide can be sprayed over the
entire surface. For larger shrubs and
trees, the herbicide can just be applied
to the outer ring of the stump, which contains the vascular tissue. Thoroughly coat, but
not to the point of puddling on the ground.

*Always follow herbicide label instructions. Failure to do so is against the law.

Native Shrubs available as replacements:
Choose one of these 3 native shrubs:
•

American Plum (Prunus americana)
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•
•

Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius)
Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum)

Shrubs are 12” bareroot stock. Limit up to 3 per person. You can mix and match as availability allows.
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Planting a bare root shrub:
See this Gardener’s Supply Company article:
https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/planting-bareroot/8764.html

Bareroot tree seedlings (Photo from
Gardener’s Supply Company)

Links for More Information on Invasive and Native Plants:
Knox County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area website:
http://knoxcountyswcd.com/kccisma/
Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management website: http://www.sicim.info/
Indiana Native Plant Society website: https://indiananativeplants.org/
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