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Weed of the Month for April 2017 

 
Periwinkle (Vinca minor) 
 
Origin: Europe 
 
Interesting Fact: Periwinkle was first introduced as an ornamental and is still often used in the 
landscaping industry as a groundcover. 
  
Description: Periwinkle is a perennial woody vine that forms a dense groundcover. Periwinkle has small, 
entire, opposite leaves that are evergreen.  
 
Defining characteristics:  

• Small, opposite leaves that are mostly oval in shape 
• Leaves are evergreen and can be variegated 
• Blue-purple flowers with 5 connected petals that flower in the spring 

 

     
 
(Left image) The flowers of Periwinkle 
(Center image) Periwinkle covering a section of a local woodland  
(Right image) Periwinkle ready to be sold at a local nursery  
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Habitat: Found in woods, ditches, and on hillsides. Can outcompete turf in partly shaded to very shaded 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Periwinkle dominating 
the forest understory of 
a woodlot in Knox 
County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ecological threat: Periwinkle can form dense groundcover in interior woods, outcompeting native plants 
and trees. Also, it provides little to no wildlife value because the seeds are too small and leaves are toxic 
to herbivores. 
 
Control Methods: 

• Manual: Most manual methods are not effective, except for very small patches that can be 
pulled.  

• Chemical: Foliar herbicide applications are the best strategy for large patches. Use a herbicide 
like Glyphosate; 2,4-D or Triclopyr plus a surfactant (sticking agent). Best time to treat is from 
late fall to early spring to avoid collateral damage.  
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